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other thought than that the expedition would be known as the
Amundsen-Ellsworth Expedition.
These preliminaries arranged, Amundsen approached the Aero
Club of Norway for its participation in the enterprise, and secured
it on the understanding that $90,000 toward the cost of the expedi-
tion be raised in America. The Aero Club bore all the other costs,
except that Italy supplied our navigational equipment. I was never
afterwards able to get the exact expense account from the Aero
Club, nor did Amundsen ever know to the penny what the ex-
pedition cost. But the Aero Club shouldered its full share. Not
the least of its expenses was the construction of a hangar and moor-
ing-mast at Kings Bay, Spitsbergen, and the shipment of the
necessary refill of hydrogen gas to that point.
No sooner had the Aero Club come into the picture and made
our expedition an official enterprise than Nobile raised his price
as pilot to $11,000 for the voyage. The Aero Club agreed to the
increase, since it was now managing all the business details.
While the N i was being conditioned in Rome for the Arctic,
Amundsen came to America. I went down to Washington to hear
him deliver the lecture that inaugurated his tour. The chairman
was a young man destined to become much more famous in polar
exploration than he was then. He was Commander Richard E.
Byrd, a navy pilot, who had recently returned from the Arctic
after serving as head of the aviation unit of Donald B. MacMillan's
expedition in Greenland.
After the lecture Byrd confided to us his plan to continue the
search for the evanescent Crocker Land the following spring as an
independent explorer, using aeroplanes. The news of our airship
expedition had been announced, so Byrd knew we would be at
Spitsbergen. He asked us if we had any objection to his using
Kings Bay at the same time as a preliminary base from which to
fly to the north coast of Greenland, where he planned to set up the
permanent base for his search.
Said Amundsen heartily: "We will welcome you with open
arms."
Byrd asked numerous questions about Spitzbergen. We told
him he could expect good ice in the fjord for a take-off until the
end of May.

